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2165 December 20, 1912 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
Manila— Plague. 

Passed Asst. Surg. Heiser, chief quarantine officer and director of 
health of the Philippine Islands, reports as follows : During the week 
ended October 26 there were reported in Manila 17 cases of plague, 
with 15 deaths. During the 3 days — October 20, 21, and 22 — more 
cases of plague occurred in Manila than during the preceding 4 months. 
During the week ended November 2, 3 cases of plague, with 3 deaths, 
were reported, and during the week ended November 9, 1 case and 1 
death. 

The total number of cases reported to November 9 was 33. Total 
deaths to November 9 was 31. 

AN EXPLOSIVE OUTBREAK OF PLAGUE IN MANILA. 

During the period October 20 to 22. more cases of plague occurred 
in Manila than during the preceding 4 months. Upon investigation 
it was found that approximately 3 weeks ago large numbers of 
rats were found to be dying in a freight warehouse of the Manila & 
Dagupan Railway Co. Some mornings as many as 40 dead rats 
were counted. The disease spread to a nearby freight warehouse, 
and an extensive mortality among rats soon occurred there. On 
October 20 a passenger who was about to proceed to Malolos from 
the Manila passenger station dropped dead, and upon investigation 
it was found that death was due to plague. On the 21st another 
death from plague occurred, an investigation of which showed that 
not only this man but also the one that had died on the day before 
were laborers in the freight warehouse of the Manila & Dagupan 
Railroad. Examination of the rolls of the employees showed that 
11 others, employees in the same warehouse, were absent, and, upon 
these being traced, it was found that they had all been stricken with 
plague. 

All the goods in the warehouses was moved and the wooden floors 
were taken up and a number of dead rats were found. The buildings 
were thoroughly saturated with kerosene and then wet down with 
carbolic solution. Since that time there have been several more cases 
of plague which were in all probability contracted in the warehouse. 
Among these was a small boy who was in the habit of taking lunch to 
his father who worked in the warehouse, and sharing the meal with 
him. 

Since the outbreak of plague occurred at the railroad station 
infected rats have been found in- increasing numbers in widely sepa- 
rated sections of the city. 

One American child, aged 5, was stricken with plague, which may 

f>ossibly have been contracted at a cinematograph show which is 
ocated in the neighborhood in which infected rats have been found. 
The child wore the customary tropical dress, namely, shoes and socks 
and ordinary short dress to the knees, the legs being bare from the 
shoe tops to the hips. 

Dr. Heiser further reported November 14 that the measures which 
were taken with regard to the outbreak of plague among the laborers 
at the Manila and Dagupan freight station had apparently been suc- 
cessful, as no further cases of plague had occurred among these 
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laborers; in combating this explosive outbreak the principal reliance 
was placed upon wetting down with kerosene all surfaces in the 
station warehouses on which rats were likely to have been, thus 
insuring the speedy destruction of plague fleas; there had also been 
a sharp decline in the number of human cases, only one case having 
been reported during the week ended November 9; rats were then 
being caught at the rate of about 10,000 a month, but during the past 
three weeks no plague rats had been encountered. 

PORTO RICO. 
Plague Situation. 

Passed Asst. Surg. Creel reports: 

Rats examined Nov. 23 to 30, 1912. 



Places. 


Rate ex- 
amined. 


Rats 

found 

infected. 


All Porto Rico 


1,103 

81 

87 




San Juan municipality: 













A summary of the plague situation to November 30, 1912, including 
human and rodent cases reported or discovered, was as follows: 
Rats examined, 31,320; rats found infected, 66; human cases 56; 
deaths 36. The last case of plague in man occurred in San Juan 
September 12, 1912; the last plague-infected rat was found at 
Arecibo October 30. 



SPAIX. 
Almeria— Smallpox. 



A report from Almeria, dated November 20, states that the epi- 
demic of smallpox, which began in Almeria in July, 1912, had steadily 
frown worse. The disease was at first confined largely to children, 
ut the reports indicate that later a greater proportion of adults 
were attacked by the malady. At the time of the report the epidemic 
was considered to be but little worse than it had been a month earlier. 
In the infected districts, house to house vaccination of the inmates 
and disinfection of rooms and clothing were being carried out. 



VENEZUELA. 
La Guaira— Yellow Fever, 



It is reported from La Guaira November 26 that during the period 
from November 12 to 26 there had been reported 4 cases of yellow 
fever, with 2 deaths, in La Guaira. 

On November 20 the American consul at La Guaira fell sick, and 
on November 22 his illness was diagnosed yellow fever. 



